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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF
THE BETTY DEVANE COVINGTON
LIBRARY AT DUMFRIES ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 10, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the dedication of the “Betty
DeVane Covington Library” at Dumfries Ele-
mentary School in Dumfries, Virginia. This
year marks Mrs. Covington’s 54th year in edu-
cation and her 53rd year with the Prince Wil-
liam County Schools, having served as a
classroom teacher, assistant principal, prin-
cipal, and now School Board member. Mrs.
Covington’s tireless work has helped shape
the minds and hearts of thousands of stu-
dents, both young and old.

Mrs. Covington’s longevity in the community
is noted by many firsts. She served as the
principal of the Saunders Kindergarten Center,
the first public kindergarten in Prince William
County; in 1995, she became the first elected
School Board member in Dumfries, now Poto-
mac Magisterial District; and she received the
inaugural Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Prince William-Manassas, Educa-
tor of the Year Award, which was later re-
named in her honor.

With a career dating back to 1961, Mrs.
Covington has worked in numerous elemen-
tary schools within the county. Nine of her 11
years as a classroom teacher were spent at
Dumfries Elementary School. Three years
were spent as an assistant principal of Dale
City Elementary School. During her tenure, the
school participated in a pilot program for year-
round education. From 1974 to 1976, Mrs.
Covington served as principal of the Saunders
Kindergarten Center. She ended her career
after 19 years as principal of Kilby Elementary
School. That same year, she was elected to
the Prince William County School Board. Mrs.
Covington served as the Dumfries School
Board member for one year before returning
to Dumfries Elementary School as the ap-
pointed principal for six years. Upon her final
retirement from education administration in
2005, Mrs. Covington was again elected to the
Prince William School Board to serve three
consecutive terms.

Over the course of her career, Mrs. Cov-
ington has been recognized for her commit-
ment to educating the students of Prince Wil-
liam County. She has been nominated for The
Washington Post Distinguished Educational
Leadership Award and Prince William County
Principal of the Year. Her accolades also in-
clude receiving the Service Award from the
School Board, Women of the Year from the
Soroptimist Club, the Zontas Club, and Com-
mission for Women, Minerva Award for Public
Service by the Prince William County Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.,
and the Human Rights Award from the Prince
William County Human Rights Commission, to
name just a few.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Betty Covington for her unwav-
ering dedication to serving the children of
Prince William County, first in the classroom
and more recently as a member of the School
Board representing the Potomac Magisterial
District. Mrs. Covington has been an integral
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and essential part of Prince William Public

Schools through her commitment to public

service for the betterment of our community.
————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT MICHAEL JOE NAYLOR

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 10, 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of Sgt. Michael Joe Naylor of
the Midland County Sheriffs Department.
Sadly, Sgt. Naylor was taken from us in the
line of duty on October 9, 2014.

Sgt. Naylor’s life was dedicated to the serv-
ice of his community and our county. After
graduating from high school, Mike enlisted in
the United States Air Force, where he served
26 honorable years and earning the rank of
Senior Master Sergeant before retiring.

After retiring from the military in 1999, Mike
joined the Midland County Sheriff's Depart-
ment. Through the years, Mike rose through
the ranks and served as a leader on the police
force. He was actively involved in many initia-
tives within the department, most notably serv-
ing as Commander of the Midland County
Sheriff's Department Honor Guard. In addition
to serving as a Deputy Sheriff, Mike was also
an emergency medical technician. Mike’s
noble duty to always protect others is one of
the many reasons that made him special to
Midland County.

Anybody who knew Mike would say that he
was a compassionate and selfless profes-
sional that went above and beyond to serve
his fellow man. His lifetime of service was re-
cently recognized by the state of Texas with
the renaming of State Highway 191 as the
“Sergeant Michael Naylor Memorial Highway”.
| had the privilege to be a part of this dedica-
tion ceremony and am grateful for that oppor-
tunity.

On December 27th, we will be celebrating
Mike’s 48th birthday. Although the wounds of
his loss are still fresh in the hearts of many
back home, we must all come together and re-
member all of the good that Mike offered to
the world. We are blessed to have individuals
like Mike that serve our communities. His
service exemplifies every aspect of the Amer-
ican spirit and makes our communities strong-
er and safer. His life is an example of how
one’s service can make their home a better
place. His legacy will forever be carried on by
his wife Denise, the rest of his immediate fam-
ily, and his family of first responders.

HONORING THE FIRST BROADCAST
AND GRAND OPENING OF KEXP’S
NEW HOME AT SEATTLE CENTER

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 10, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the first broadcast from KEXP’s New
Home in Seattle, and to salute the station as
it prepares for the Grand Opening of its new
home for music discovery in April of 2016.

Since its founding in 1972, KEXP has al-
ways been a champion for music discovery.
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With a radio broadcast and online stream that
reaches over 200,000 people per week as well
as a video channel that reaches 750,000
more, KEXP has provided music lovers with
decades of trusted, curated music discovery
experiences, and introduced a global audience
to new artists from the Pacific Northwest and
beyond.

As a public radio station with vibrant com-
munity support, KEXP empowers its DJs to
make bold choices and push themselves cre-
atively, introducing audiences to new artists,
and putting music in context by sharing sto-
ries, connecting musical threads, and juxta-
posing today’s emerging artists with the sem-
inal artists that inspire them.

KEXP provides bands from the Pacific
Northwest a stage from which they launch
their music careers. KEXP connects thou-
sands of artists to millions of music lovers.
KEXP connects talent to record labels, pro-
moters, and the music industry. The result is
powerful; a thriving population of artists and
bands who have the opportunity to success-
fully perform and present their art. KEXP is in-
vigorating the community by helping arts and
culture thrive in the Pacific Northwest.

With the opening of its new home at Seattle
Center, KEXP will be able to serve the com-
munity in exciting new ways. It will host free
live performances, create new educational
partnerships, create public engagement
spaces, and house cutting-edge broadcast
and production technology.

As we tune in and celebrate the first broad-
cast from this state-of-the-art facility, 1 would
like to convey my congratulations to KEXP on
the opening of its new home as well as the
growing number of opportunities it will create
to bring great music into the lives of those in
the 7th Congressional District and around the
world.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 22,
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION RE-
AUTHORIZATION AND REFORM
ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 3, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker,
while | support the policy merits of this bill, |
have strong concern about some of the fund-
ing mechanisms used to help pay for it. The
concerns include provisions for drawdown and
sale of crude oil from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR), selling 66 million barrels of
crude oil from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve in order to provide $6.2 billion in offsets
over 10 years.

As is often the case, what we have accom-
plished here is nothing more than an
unsustainable budget gimmick. As adjusted for
inflation, the average price per barrel of oil
currently stored in the SPR is $74. At a time
when the global price of oil hovers at less than
$40 a barrel, and as OPEC continues to
produce and flood the global market at historic
rates, with no end in sight, | simply do not see
how we can budget the sale of SPR oil at $94
per barrel on average over the next 10 years
to total $6.2 billion in revenue. Our SPR was
never intended as a budget gimmick, it is
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about our energy and national security. De-
spite our record domestic production of crude
oil, | believe it is irresponsible to use a vital
national energy security asset as a budget
gimmick.

Besides the fact that the math simply
doesn’t add up, | philosophically oppose the
increasing tendency of the federal government
to reallocate money intended for one purpose
to then fund unrelated policy initiatives. It is
disingenuous and irresponsible. And in the
case of the surface transportation bill funding
mechanisms, this approach is symptomatic of
a larger problem.

The Highway Trust Fund was designed to
be funded primarily through a user pays, user
benefits model in the form of the federal gas
tax. The increased fuel efficiency of vehicles,
in conjunction with several policy and regu-
latory factors, has gradually eroded the gas
tax’s ability to keep pace with investment de-
mands over time.

Mr. Speaker, it is critical that we begin work
now to modernize the funding formula for the
Highway Trust Fund and return to a user pays
model. The longer we turn a blind eye towards
addressing the user fee model, which has not
been adjusted since 1993, and continue to ig-
nore the need to build a 21st century funding
mechanism reflective of the technological ad-
vancements at our disposal, the more fearful
| am of passing a sustainable, long term in-
vestment to address our nation’s ailing infra-
structure in the future.

| applaud the chamber on its work to pass
this 5-year bill, and | look forward to con-
tinuing work to ensure the next bill is more fis-
cally responsible, adhering to a paid for meas-
ure more closely aligned to a user pay, user
benefit system.

——
FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRAINING CENTERS REFORM

AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers
Reform and Improvement Act (H.R. 3842).
This bipartisan bill will codify and reauthorize
the duties and responsibilities of Federal Law
Enforcement Training Centers (FLETCs).
FLETCs improve domestic preparedness, pre-
vention, and response to terrorism by pro-
viding basic and advanced training to federal
employees involved in federal law enforce-
ment activities or homeland security oper-
ations. | am proud that this important national
security work occurs in several locations
across the country, including in my home state
of New Mexico.

However, | have concerns about one par-
ticular provision within H.R. 3842: The ability
for FLETCs to offer state and local law en-
forcement agencies training, which is meant
for federal security personnel. Although |
strongly believe that federal security personnel
need to coordinate and work closely with state
and local law enforcement agencies to pre-
pare, prevent, and respond to terrorism, | have
grave concerns with the ability of community
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police departments to have complete and un-
restricted access to military-style training at
FLETCs.

For example, the Albuquerque Police De-
partment (APD) has access to every Depart-
ment of Energy National Training Center
(NTC) class, which are intended for federal
law enforcement personnel to protect our na-
tion’s nuclear materials. APD has completed
dozens of DOE-instructed classes, including
lessons on “vehicle ambush,” “tactical leader-
ship assault executions,” and “how to lead a
small element in a combat situation.” The U.S.
Department of Justice is currently reviewing
APD’s use of NTC classes, resources, and fa-
cilities.

| encourage FLETCs to enact sensible over-
sight mechanisms and restrictions on state
and local law enforcement access to FLETC
resources and facilities. FLETCs should have
criteria to determine what training topics or
classes, if any, are appropriate for state and
local law enforcement. FLETCs should also
consider the duty assignments and respon-
sibilities of individual officers when determining
allowing access. In addition, police depart-
ments under a Department of Justice consent
decree for violating the constitutional rights of
Americans or departments with a history of ex-
cessive or unnecessary force, should not re-
ceive military-style training provided by
FLETCs.

I will continue to work with the Administra-
tion on strengthening the mission of FLETCs
and on ensuring that state and local law en-
forcement have appropriate access.

————

VISA WAIVER PROGRAM IMPROVE-
MENT AND TERRORIST TRAVEL
PREVENTION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to
H.R. 158, the Visa Waiver Program Improve-
ment Act. | agree that Congress has a respon-
sibility to carefully examine the Visa Waiver
Program (VWP) and to take appropriate steps
to improve the program and ensure our na-
tional security.

Yet | am concerned that this bill would allow
for the arbitrary discrimination of individuals
based on their nationality. According to the
American Civil Liberties Union, the language
contained in H.R. 158 is written so broadly
that all nationals of Iraq, Syria, Iran or Sudan
would have their VWP revoked, even if they
have never resided or traveled to Iraq or Syria
and only have nationality for those countries
as a result of their parents.

This bill would also terminate VWP travel
privileges for anyone who has been in Iraq
and Syria at any time on or after March 1,
2011, including those traveling to Irag and
Syria for professional purposes. This includes
anyone from a journalist to a humanitarian aid
worker. Congress can take steps to improve
the program and ensure our national security
without putting in place blanket provisions that
allow for the discrimination of individuals
based on their nationality. | look forward to
working with my colleagues to address these
issues as this legislation moves forward.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2130, RED RIVER PRI-
VATE PROPERTY PROTECTION
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to the rule for H.R. 2130, the “Red
River Private Property Protection Act.”

The President has announced that this bill
will be vetoed in the event it reaches his desk.

With just one legislative day before the cur-
rent continuing resolution expires on Decem-
ber 11, we should be focusing all of our time
and attention on matters that address the real
problems and major concerns of the American
people.

And right now the American people are very
concerned about the harm and threat posed
by “lone wolf” and “franchise terrorists” that
we saw in Paris last month and just last week
in San Bernardino, California.

These tragedies follow on the heels of mass
shootings in Tucson, Aurora, Sandy Hook,
Charleston, Chattanooga, Roseburg, Colorado
Springs, and now, most recently, in San
Bernardino, California.

These senseless mass shootings remind us
of the imperative of ending gun violence in our
country.

It is past time that we come together united
by our common humanity and with this simple
message: the violence must stop.

And there are actions that can be taken to
reduce gun violence beginning with the enact-
ment of the bipartisan “Denying Firearms and
Explosives to Dangerous Terrorists Public Act
of 2015” (H.R. 1076).

This bipartisan legislation, which | am proud
to co-sponsor, would close the dangerous
loophole that allows terrorist suspects to le-
gally buy deadly weapons.

H.R. 1076 would bar the sale or distribution
of firearms to any individual whom the Attor-
ney General has determined to be engaged in
terrorist activities.

Mr. Speaker, if a person is considered by
the federal government too dangerous to
board an airplane or to enter the United
States, he or she surely is too dangerous to
be permitted to purchase or obtain a firearm.

It is unconscionable that we have not acted
to close the loophole in federal law that per-
mits a terrorist lawfully to obtain and carry fire-
arms.

Mr. Speaker, according to a report by the
Government Accountability Office, since 2004
more than 2,000 suspects on the FBI's Ter-
rorist Watchlist have successfully purchased
weapons in the United States.

It is simply intolerable that more than 90
percent of all suspected terrorists who at-
tempted to purchase guns in the last 11 years
walked away with the weapon they wanted,
with just 190 rejected despite their ominous
histories.

To close this loophole, | call upon Speaker
RYAN to bring H.R. 1076 to the floor imme-
diately.

H.R. 1076 grants the Attorney General the
authority to deny a firearms license to individ-
uals for whom there is a reasonable belief that
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